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“Ain’t I a woman?”



The most general statement of our 
politics at the present time would 
be that we are actively committed 

to struggling against racial, sexual, 
heterosexual, and class oppression, 
and see as our particular task the 

development of integrated analysis 
and practice based upon the fact 

that the major systems of 
oppression are interlocking. The 
synthesis of these oppressions 

creates the conditions of our lives.



The intersectional 
experience is greater 

than the sum of 
racism and sexism

KIMBERLE CRENSHAW
Lawyer, Critical race feminist



What did these early writings have in 
common? 

They highlighted the ways in which multiple forms of identity 
rendered women invisible, and the victims of multiple forms of 
oppression

They centred on the experiences of black women

They  highlighted the spaces where women’s marginality could 
specifically be attributed to their invisibility to policymakers and in 
relation to specific legislation. 
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Two main 
intellectual projects 
of intersectionality

The project of visibility 
and inclusion

The project of rethinking 
the relationship between 
categories

ANGE MARIE HANCOCK



Structural forms of 
intersectionality

Political 
intersectionality



Intersectionality investigates how intersecting power 
relations influence social relations across diverse societies as 
well as individual experiences in everyday life. As an analytic 
tool, intersectionality views categories of race, class, gender, 
sexuality, nation, ability, ethnicity, and age – among others –
as interrelated and mutually shaping one another. 
Intersectionality is a way of understanding and explaining 
complexity in the world, in people, and in human experiences. 
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Key features of intersectionality

Highly CONTEXTUAL

SOCIALLY CONSTRUCTED

Representing POWER RELATIONSHIPS 

Blending the MACRO with the MICRO

SIMULTANEOUSLY EXPRESSED not mutually exclusive

UNLIMITED and non-hierarchical 

People’s lives are MULTI DIMENSIONAL and COMPLEX

Explicitly oriented towards SOCIAL JUSTICE



How do gender, race, class and 
other forms of identity and 
distinction, in different contexts,
shape not only the way we view 
policies meant to improve our 
lives and the choices we make in 
response to these policies but also 
our ability to envision the 
possibilities for living the 
good life?

TIFFANY MANUEL
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Challenges to integrate 
intersectionality in policy

Policy is by nature REDUCTIONIST and INCREMENTALIST 

Policy solutions need to be ‘POLITICALLY’ FEASIBLE

Organisations try to work within SHORT TIME HORIZONS

It is a struggle to capture the COMPLEXITIES

Policy often purposefully EXCLUDES groups

Policy itself often embodies the OPPRESSIVE CONSEQUENCES
of intersecting social locations



How to overcome such challenges

Strong POLITICAL WILL

Adequate ECONOMIC and HUMAN RESOURCES

COMPREHENSIVE DATA and RESEARCH EVIDENCE

A broad base of STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT to generate 
COALITIONS and ALLIANCES between equality-seeking 
groups
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HAVE WE TAKEN THE TIME TO ENGAGE IN SELF-
REFLECTION AND ACCOUNTABILITY?



HOW ARE WE ENGAGING THE PLURALITY OF VOICES 
OF THOSE IMPACTED BY POLICY?



ARE WE EMPLOYING 
INTERSECTIONALITY IN ALL ITS 
MULTI-DIMENSIONALITY THAT 

INCLUDES NOT JUST AN ANALYSIS 
OF IDENTITY BUT AN ANALYSIS OF 

POWER?



HOW DOES OUR RESEARCH, POLICY DECISIONS 
AND ACTIVISM ENGENDER TRANSFORMATION AND 

PURSUE SOCIAL JUSTICE?



HOW WELL ARE WE 
EQUIPPED TO 
ADDRESS THE 

CHALLENGES OF 
INTEGRATING 

INTERSECTIONALITY 
IN OUR RESEARCH, 

POLICY AND 
ACTIVISM?



WHAT IS OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE?



I am not free while any 
woman is unfree

even when her shackles 
are very different

from my own.

AUDRE LORDE
BLACK, LESBIAN, MOTHER, WARRIOR, POET




