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“The reason is at the beginning from your country – that will drive 
you to face everything ahead of you whether it is death or life.”

Aman, a Somali asylum seeker in Malta

2002-2012:
56% of applicants 
were granted 
some form of 
protection

Between 2012 and 
2018 almost 80% 
were granted 
protection



“You know when you say it orally it’s too easy, but even I want 
to cry when I remember it. It’s hard… I can’t explain…”

Sara from Eritrea, talking about her experience crossing the desert

Migrants leaving Agadez in Niger, to start their journey across the desert to Libya



“Everywhere you are you feel helpless and afraid.”

“In the desert, they didn’t give us water, they gave us water mixed with 

petrol. The driver was Libyan – he was a very bad man, he was treating us 

badly. He did something to every person – he beat us, and he was driving 

the car so crazy. He was jumping the car, you know, the people was sitting, 

flying, jumping. If you fall from the car he will not stop, you will be died in 

the desert.”

Amina from Somalia, who was 18 and pregnant when she crossed the desert, 

describing her experience



“There were so many camps in Libya, all run by different smugglers. When 
we arrived they made us stay in rows. After that they call us one by one 
and they ask ‘who sent you?’. You have to know the name of the smuggler 
who sent you from the first beginning. And they say ‘okay you are mine… 
be this side’. After that they collected us and kept us in a big store. It’s a big 
hall, we were 300 to 400 people together. We eat twice a day, only boiled 
macaroni morning and night. That’s it.” 

Sara, Eritrea



“The smugglers are terrible. We were 
always afraid because they can take 

every woman and rape her and even 
kill her.”

Hodan, Somalia 

“One man with us, he had vomiting 
and diarrhoea for a week. I asked 
them to bring him a doctor... They 
said no, until he died. He died like 
this… of dehydration.”

Nimo, Somalia



“We had no choice…”



“There were many of our friends who died in the sea. The boat before us, 

the motor was not working, so they tied it to our boat with a wire. The 

boat sank. When the people on our boat saw the other boat sinking they 

cut the wire. There were 470 people. 320 people died in the sea in front of 

us. We could do nothing to save them. There were 350 people on our boat. 

I couldn’t throw them in the sea to try to save those people. Because 

nearly we are the same number. This is 350 this is 470. And really, to tell 

you the truth, me also I was scared. I said, ‘Why you are throwing yourself 

by the problem? If they are sinking you can’t do anything, you can’t save 

them.’ 

But still, when I sleep in the night I see them in my dreams, and I wake up 

crying, really.”



Impromptu thanksgiving prayer service on board a rescue boat



‘Hope, courage, love and creativity are necessary so that lives can be restored.’
Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People

 Institutionalisation – loss of control

 Complex legal procedures – lack of information

 Adapting to a life in an alien environment – life as a ‘refugee’

 Dealing with discrimination – tackling invisible obstacles

 Struggling to rebuild with few tools – limited services and support 

 Victims of trafficking on SGBV



“Life is about giving people opportunities and treating 
them like human beings. Leaders and governments 

everywhere need to see refugees as human beings.”
Ulla, Syrian refugee in Malta


