
NCPE Press Statement – Gender and Access to and Supply of Goods and Services 
 
 
The National Commission for the Promotion of Equality (NCPE) wishes to highlight that equal 
treatment based on sex in the access to goods and services and their supply is regulated by 
legal notice 181/2008. 
 
This legal notice states that there can be no difference in treatment in the access to and supply 
of goods and services based on gender, unless the difference in treatment on the basis of sex is 
“justified by a legitimate aim and the means of achieving that aim are appropriate and 
necessary.” (Article 4(8)). Based on the above, any advertisement which publicises a good/ 
service which differentiates in the way the service is given, for example offering a difference in 
price based on the sex of the individual, goes against this equal treatment legislation. 
 
Differences in treatment may be accepted only if they are justified by a legitimate aim. A 
legitimate aim may, for example, be the protection of victims of sex-related violence, reasons of 
privacy and decency, the promotion of gender equality or of the interests of men or women, 
the freedom of association, and the organisation of sporting activities. Any limitation should 
nevertheless be appropriate and necessary in accordance with the criteria derived from case 
law of the Court of Justice of the European Communities. 
 
In addition, individuals who see such adverts or who are discriminated against on the grounds 
of sex in the access to and supply of goods and services may make contact with NCPE and 
necessary steps will be taken. 
 
For more information, please contact NCPE on 25903850 or equality@gov.mt  or on our 
Facebook page ‘National Commission for the Promotion of Equality’. 
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